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JUDGMENT

K.JAGNINATHA SIETTY,J,

The Staff Artlsts of Doordarshan are acaln befor:
this Court, Thiag Writ Potition under Article 32 ol
the Constitution lwy lwun £iled oy the Unlon represunt-
ing the members of the staff working in the Camcra
Saction of the Doordavuhan Kgnlra, The Camera Section
13 sald to consist of a number uf posts including
Cayjne ranen Orude 11 pd Lighting Assistants werking

in various Doordarvhan Kendras in the Country. car)ler
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there wars thres writ potitions Erom thrre eatupvius

of 8taff Artlsta of Doordarshon, MWrit Petition (1)
Ho. 974 ©Of 1978 was filed by Sound Recordists, Wr't

Potition (C) No. 1239 of 1979 was by Camoramen
Orade II and Writ Potition (C) Ho. 1756 of 198G w.an
by the Lighting Assistuntu/Lightmon. <+ha Sound
Recordists of Doordarshan claimad the pay scalu
admissgiblea to the Racordists of the Fillms Division,
Cameramen Grade II demanded pay scala allowed to
Gameraman of the Fllms Division. Ths Lighting
Assistants/Lightman claimed tha pay scale antitlud
to the Assistant Camsramun in the Filma Division.
They contended that they were parforming same or
similar duties as thair counterparts in the Filmsg
Divisivig,

Tha saild writ petitions wera disposed of by
the ecommon order datad August 26, 1988. Thare this
Court held: (i) that tha Staff Artists of Doordaxshan
including the patitionars theroin are Covt. Szrv.anis
like thalr counterparts in the Films Division,

(11) the parformad tha same dutlos as thosa of
their counterparts in tha Films Division; (ii1) LlLo
Sound Recordists in Doordarshan ar¢ equlvalents to
Racordists in the Films Division; (iv) the Camzramen

Crade II in Doordarshan ara similar to Cameraman Jn
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Pilms Divisions and (v) the Lighting Assistonto.
Lightmen in Doordarshan ara comparahle with Assistant
Camaramen in Films Division,

It was further observad that it would bo un-
reasonable and unjust to discrimipato the soid Artists
of the Doordarshan in the matter of pay scale. The
concluasion was roundad off in the following tems.

%"In thz circumstancos, oll thuss writ
patitions are allowed, The Sound Recordlats,
vwho ara tha petitioncrs in Writ Petition(C)
Ho. 974 of 1978, shell be givon tha poy-
scale of tha lwoordist/Sound Rocordist in
tha Films Division {.o0. Ro.550-900 with
offact from January 1, 1978, The Cameramen
Gradp II, who ara tha petitioners in Writ
Potition (C) Wo, 1239 of 1979, shall be
gi?an the pay scalo of tha Camoranen of tha
{lmg Division i{.,0., Rs.650-960 with effact
from August 1, 1979, Tha Lighting Assistants/
Lightman, who aruo tha petitiaonars in Writ
potition{s) No, 1756 of 1986, shall biglvan
the wvcale of pay of Assistant Camzraman in
+v.> 24)lmn Divislon i.e. Rg ,425-700 with
effoct from Pecemict I, 3°°0% ‘Mhe patitionars
ip all thage writ potitions will also be
entitlad to the substitutad scalas of pay
al,d consaquantipal banafite, Tha respondants
ara directad to disburea to tha netitionars
the arraar amounts.baing the-dlffaroned in
tha pay scalas within four months from today."

As par the said decision, those who filed tho writ
patitions were given tha pay scala of their ocountar-
partas with tha arrears as indicatod from the respactive
datass, But othar parsons who claim that thay also
balong to tha sama catagorias or similarly situate

have not baen extandad tho benefit of thd dacisioun.
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moved tho Court o inltlaty contampt procy.Jlngo
against the suthorities. Thu Contompt Patition
Ho, 011 of 1989 was filad, On that applicotion,
tha Court gomarkads

"Tha patitioners may fla & frash Writ
Patition undar Articla 32 of tha Consti-
tution bafore this Court aftar aarving

a copy on tha.Cantral Agonecy. 7Tt shall
ba postod along with thias Contoanpt
Patition, Tha metter is odjournsd by
threa wocks.,"

Accordingly, tha praosont writ potition has baon
preforred saaking tha roliafs:

"(a) to treat Lighting Aassietants, Camaraman
Grada II and Sound Recordists as rogular
Govarnmant Sqrvents w,a.f, thae date of

thair joining tha Doordarshan Departmenta;
(b) to remove tha disparity in tha scalas
of pay of Lighting Assiet.nts of Doordarshan
via-u-vis Asulytant Camorwnon ©of Films
Division, Camurumop Grada II of Doordurshiun
vig-a-vig Camaramen of Filma Division anl
Squpd Racordists of Poordurunan vis-a-vi,
Rocordiste of. Filme Divielon w.2. £, 1.1,.973
Ll ir, vmp mree e f thor, Llohting Asslistints
or Camoramgn QGrada II 20 lound iwcordisi.

of Doordarshan who jolpud thy Doordurshon
Pepartment on any subsapuont datp other
than 1.},1973.hun tha diypority is to L
romovad. from the roypactivo dates of thoir
appolntmant; (e} to extand all tha other
benafits to tha Lighting Assistants, Cam2ra-
man Grada IT und Sound Rocordists of
Doordarshan 4y arg available to tha
Asplotont Camurwpan, Camgramen and Recordists
of ¥ilma Diviplon."

Tha respondant {n tha countar-affidavit raises

contentiono in tho ulternativer firstly, Lt is intor

bdlia allegad;

“that tha bonuflt of order datad 26,0.00
nodd not pa oxtandpd to all pursens =l
mottq who warg not patition: =g in the Wilt
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patitions in cquustion, Howavar, Govurnmont
is proparod to oxtand tha banaflit to such
of thosd parsonso who waro in position on

tho dotas of filing of tha.wrlt putitions

by holdars of throe catogorios of pos:s or
alternativoly to such of thom who pousosscd
at tha tima of oppointmunt in tho sald postc
in Doordarshan qualifications prascribed

for comparabla posts of Aaott,Camaramen/
Camaraman and Racordists in Films Division."

syoondly, tha corractnoss of tha provious docision ox
this Court is also sought to ba challongad by thasa

words:

“It 15 suhmittod that tha pay scalas,daslg-
nation and qualifications of Camaraman working
in Fllms Division is diffeorent from thosa
working in Doordarshan,’ Tha working conditlon
{g also quite differont., The Cameraman in
Films Division ara 2axclusively funutioning

in outdoor racordings with film cam2ras
wherzas those working in Doordarshan normally
function in studios and in ¢i-sa of tholr
outdoor recordings they use E.N.G. equipment.
It is submittad-that tha cpdry structura 3
s~ ¥y oroanisations is also diffarent in

view!0f the Organisallonii Legu-iinis

It is submittad that tha pay scales
aro also ralated to the promotional avanuas
parmally highar pay gcala 1s expectad to
compansate for limitad promotional qvanua.'

A similar contantion is raised with regard to Lighting
Assistants of Doordaruhan vig-a-vis Assistant Cumarainon
in Films Divisioni

“Tha job of Lighting Assistmta in Doordarshiu.
{s 1imitad to tho haoldipg light lamp on tho
object under dircctions of thy camruman in
outdoor shootings alon2.. All othir rolatad
functions including complatu lighu &rranga-
mants in tha studio in Doorddrshan are poi-
formad by Sr. Englnuoaring Mcistants/Englnearc-
ing Asuistants, “achniciany and Halpars. In
viow of tho abova and with tha introduction
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of ENG comaras tha axluting role of Lighting
hssistants hos coma doyn to that of an
unakilled labourarsn, ohuwoquantly, posts

of Lighting hssistoants In Doordarshan ward
abolishad in July 1906 and thalr job oantoust.ad
to Halpars whn aro Group 'L cmplayaaa

huving Vth ntanduede yualificctions.”

As tb Camaraman QOruda II, Doordarshan/Camaramcn, FPllow
Division, it 1y ptatod:

"ENQ Comerus now boing used in Dovrdarshion
hava bzan providod with tho facilitices ol
zoom lansa outo focus play back facility

to 'sdo instant rosultis ote., It 13 very
simple in operation and tunckions on th2
principle of Vidzo Comarss usad commonly
by photographors in tha stroet for covering
tha marriage partias atec. ...

It buling o mattor of fact nrods no
explanation that in Films Divisjion a Comora-
man is raguirad to havoe thorough knowlodga
and ‘indapth axparionca of Camara and variouy
typas of lgneas and films baforo bolng
allowed to handls a £1ilm camara which 1is
wie complizzt>d +0 vaa by way of szlazction
of asppropriate lenso filters ana Lig
intansity, delicato handling o€ Eilms bo:ld.o o
exact porceptivm of the objact nas runninc
of any film for a longor duration or withoul
propar light, lonsu and focus would not Gnly
involva avoidabls hsavy additional oxpandl-
tura but may also not givo the dasirad
rosults, Evidontly, 0 crnneraman Gr.II
handling ENG camara in Doordarshan is not
performing the sams work as is baing don:
by his countarpart on a cbaiglidatad f£ilm
camara in tho Films Division. lLaast to t3slk
of acquality, many of Cameraman Gr.II 1in
Doordarshan duc to lock of axoarivnce and
qualifications may not bo ablu tohandle cvan
todoy film comara boing usad in Films
Divis 1‘:"“; "

As to Sound Rocordists, Doordarshihn/lacordists in

Films Division, it 1is clnlmad:
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"The induction of ENO in Doordarshan has
equally affacted tha functioning of Sound-
Racordiat by making his job much esasier in
as much as that audio racording in en ENG
Camera is dons simultanaously with shooting
of tha programmdy, It dodn not regyuiro any
mora assparats dubbing or poat aynchoroniuing
ate, balng dono by Nucordists in Films
Division. Thin nocuwsitatwd in declaring
the Sound Racordisto wu dying cadra in

Doo rdurdhan antl thair -job iy now ba2ing done
bv Englnaaring Stafl who hava theair own llno
of promotion in thoir grade,"

The issuass ralsad in tha countur-~affidavit may 12

ralayant to datarmina tha comparably uJuties and
responeibilitiay of tha |wiltlonsors, Dut it is not for
us to axamine thue sama in thiw procaasdings. The question
is no longar ras intagrg, It stunds coneclndad by tha
pravious judgmont and {4 binding on th2 Doordarshan.
Thz banafit of tha Jjudgmunt wphould by axtendad to all

thos2 who balong.to tha thraa categorlias,.

Tnis Court has ordorad that tha Sound Rocordisin
in Doordarshan shall ba given tha pay scale of Rs,550-
900 with affact £rom January 1, 1978, Tho Camaraman
Grada II shall ba allowad tha pay scale of B,650-960
with affact from August 1, 1979, The Lighting Assist.it/
Lightman ara hald ontitlad to tha pay scale of R.425~700
with affect Erom Dacambsr 1, 1983, It was also diroct.d
that thay shall ba glven the substlitutad

scalas of pay and consacquontiol benefits with tha
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arraars being the difforonce-insthe pay sciles ", In
viaw of that conclusion raachad ond diraction issucd
tho raspondont cannot now 8ak us to raconaidsr o
sAms quastion,

Wa do not also considar it nacassary to rof.r

this mattar to a largar Banch bacausa of tha obsarvotion

in Prahalad Singh v. Union of India and anothar: (1+83(2)
8CC §83)., There 1is no latchas on tha part of thz
potitioners harein in mpproaching the Court,

Wa diract that the poatitionars who occupy thu
posts balonging to tho catogories of Sound Rocordist,
Camaraman Grada II, and Lighting Assistant/Lightmar
in Doordarshan, shall ba glvan tho pay scalo ndmisulivlo
to their countarparts in tha Filmu Division including
tha arraars as ordarad in the provivups declsion.

paforo parting with tho couwd, we must 33y 2
word mora. Wo have buun refurrod to o chiarct shiowlirg
the disparity in salaly pnid to somas of tho Artist:
in Doordarshan nas pur tho order of this Court in
contrast with thoir countorparts in Films Divisdon,

W2 do not want to oxpross nny oplnion tor want of
ralavant moterial, Wo howavur, ndd that thore shall
not ba ony diffaronto in thu pey dirawn whilo giving
benafit of tha raspoctive pay scolos to parsons havinn
tha sama langth of servica 8s thilr countorparts in

tha Films Division. To do othérwlsa, would bo Jdiseuri-
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minotory. The raspondant shall work out tho formula
by placing tha patitionars in the proper grade in
tha pay scalo allowad to tham,

Wo accordingly, allow this writ potition by

giving throo months tn comply with those diractions,

Vla makae no ordor as to costo,
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