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JUDGMERNT

K.JAGANNATHA SUETTY,J,

The Staff Artists of Doordarshan are agaln befov::
this Court, Thia Wrlt Poetition under Article 32 ol
tha Constitution lwy bwen £filed oy the Union represunt-
ing the membors of the staff working in the Camnra
Saction of the Doordaruhan Kgnlra, The Camera Section
13 sald to consist of a numbar uf posts including
Cymeramen Orude 11 id Lighting Assistants werking

in varlouy Doordarvhan Kendras in the Country. varllaer
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chere wars thres writ potitions trom three catwmvius

of 8taff Artista of Doordarshan, Writ Petition (1)
No. 974 ©of 1978 was filed by Sound Recordists, Wr't

Potition (C) No. 1239 of 1979 was by Cameramen
Orade II and Writ Petition (C) Ho., 1756 of 198G wan
by the Lighting Assistuntu/Lightmon. <+ha Sound
Recordists of Doordarshan claimed the pay scalu
admiggibla to the Racordists of the Fillms Division.
Cameramen Grade II demanded pay scala allowed to
Cameraman of the Films Division. Ths Lighting
Assistants/Lightmen claimed tha pay scale entitlsd
to the Assistant Camsramon in the Filma Division,.
They contended that they were parforming same or
similar dutias as their counterparts in the Filmg
Divisivie

Tha said writ petitions wera disposed of by
the common order datad August 26, 1988. Thare this
Court held: (i) that tha Staff Artists of Doordarshan
including the petitionars theroin are Covt. Szarv.ants
lika thair counterparts in the Films Division,
(11) the parformad tha sam2 dutiss as thosa of
their countarparts in tha Films Dlvision; (1i1) Ll
Sound Recordists in Doordarshan ar¢ equivalents to
Racordists in the Films Division; (iv) the Cameramen

Crade II in Doordarshan are similar to Cameraman Jn
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Pilms Divisions and (v) tha Lighting Assistonta
Lightmen in Doordarshan &ara comparshle with Assistant
Camaramén in Films Divieion,

It was furthar observad that it would bo un-
reasonable and unjust to discrimipate the sold Artistu
of the Doordarshan in the matter of pay scale. The
conclusion was roundad off in the followlng temms.

"In the circumstancos, oll thuse writ
patitions are allowad, The Sound Recordists,
who ara tha pstitionors in Writ Patition(C)
No., 974 of 1978, shall bs givon tha pay-
scale of the lwoordist/Sound Rocordist in
thﬂ riltl‘-'.'- DLV‘H*Q“ i--lh Ro. 55D"FDU Hith
offact from January 1, 1978, The Cameramen
Grpdp II, who ara tha petitioners in vrit
Patition (C) Mo, 1239 of 1979, shall be
giwn the pay scalo of tha Camorwnen of tha
{lmg Division {.0, Rs.650-960 with effect
from August 1, 1979, Tha Lighting Ascistants/
Lightman, who aro tha petitlaonars in Writ
Potition (@) No, 1756 of 1986, shall baflvan
the pcale of pay of Assistant Cam2raman in
+%= P4)mn DlviﬁIOﬂ 1,¢, Rg,425-700 with
effoct from Decemiet 2, 3007 The metitionars
{p all thaps writ potitions will also b
entitlad to tha qustitutad scalas of pay
al,d consaquantipal banafite, Tha respondants
ara diractad to dlsburga to tha netitionars
the arraar amounts.baing the-dlifforencd in
tha pay scalas within four months from today."

As paor the said deciesion, those who filed tho writ
patitions wera given tha pay scsla of their countar-
pacts with tha arreara as indicatad from the respactive
datas, But othar parsons who claim that thay also
balong to tha sama categoriss or similarly situatd

hava not baen extanded tho banefit of tho dacisioun.
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moved tho Court to inltlaty contampt procas.Jdlngn
againat the suthoritiss. Thu Contompt Potitién
Ho, 011 of 1989 was filad, On that applicotion,
tha Court gomarkads

"Tha patlitionars may £l & frash Writ
Patition undar Articla 32 of tha Consti-
tution bafora this Court aftsar aarving

a copy on tha.Cantral Agoncy. Tt shall
ba postod along with this Contonpt
Patition. Tha matter is odjournsd by
threa wacks.,"

hecordingly, tha prasont writ potition has buaen
preforrad sasking tha roliafs:

"(a) to trest Lighting Assietants, Camaraman
Grada II and Sound Racordiata as rogular
Govagrnment Sarvents w,a.f, the date of

their joinipng tha Doordarshan Departments;
(b) to remove thoa disparity in tha scalas
of pay of Lighting Asuslst.nty of Doordarc:shan
vis-u-via Agulytant Camorwnon of Filma
Division, Camurumoap Grady II of Doordurshiun
vig-a~-vig Camaramen of Pilina Diviglon anl
Soupd Racordists of Doordurunan vis-a-vi,
Raocordisteg of. Filmo Divislon w.2.f. 1.1,.973
Livg 21, YN0 crer o f thor, Llohting Assistnts
or Camoraman Grada IX 2r Hound lacoiruisi.

of Poordarshan who jolpud thy Doordurshan
Pepartment on nny subsapunt date other

than 1.3,19%73.khun the diypoarity 1is to Lo
romovad. from thae raspoctive datas of thsir
appolntmanpt; (e) to extand all the other
bepafita to tha Lighting Asslstants, Cam2ra-
man Grada II and Sound Rocordists of
Dqordarshan Uy arg availabls to tha
Asplotapt Camaruman, Camgramen and Recordists
of ¥ilma Diviplon,"

Tha respondant {n the couptar-affidavit raises

contentiono in tho uwltornativer firstly, (¢ is Intor

blia allegad;

“that tha bonufit of order datzd 26,0.00
nosd not pa oxtendpd to all pursens zol
mottq who wera not patitioni~s in the Wilte
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patitions in quustion, Howavar, Govornmont
is proparod to oxtand tha banaflit to such
of thosd parsono who waroe in poaition on

tho dotas of fillng of tha.writ potitionu

by holdars of throa catogorioss of pos:s or
alternativoly to such of thom who pousassed
at tho tima of oppointmunt 4in tho said postc
{n Doordarshan quslifications prascribad

for comparabla posts of hastt.Camaramen/
Camaraman and Racordists in Films Division."

syoondly, tha corractnoss of tha provious docis ion ox
this Court is also sought to bs challongad by thusa

words:

“It 1s submittod that tha pay scalas,da2sig-
nation and qualifications of Camaraman working
in Films Division is difforent from thosa
varking in Doordarshan,’ Tha working condition
ig also quite differcent, The Camcramen in
Films Division aro oxclusively functioning

in outdoor racordings with film camzras
whersas those working in Doordarshan normally
function in studios and in ¢i'sa of tholr
outdoor recordings they use E.N.G. cquipment,
It 1s submittad-that ths cadry structura of
v~ $y» oroanisations is also diffarent in

e e

view!0f the Organisatlionii lege-i-

It is submittad that tha pay scales
aro also ralataed to tho promotiocnal avanuas
parmally highar pay gcala is expectad to
compansate for limitad promotional qveanua."

A similar contantion is raisoed with regard to Lighting
Assistants of Doordaruhan vis~a-vis hgsistant Cumaraminin

in Films Divisioni.

“Tha job of Lighting Assistants in Doordarshiu.
{s 1imitad to tha holding light lamp on tho
object under directions of thy camaraman in
outdoor shootings alon2.. All otllir rolataed
functions including complatu light &rrange-
ments in tha studio in Doorddarshan are poi-
formad by Sr. Englinuoring Aacistants/Englnear-
ing Asuistants, “'achniciany und Malpers., In
viow of tho abova and with tha introduction
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of ENG camaras tha axiuting role of Lighting
hssistants has comd doyn to that of an
unskilled labourars, ohuwoquantly, postsy

of Lighting Assistants in Doordarshan ward
abolishad in July 1906 anl thair job ontouatad
to Holpaurs who aro Group ‘D' cmployaau

huving Vth atandarde ualificccions.”

As tb Camoraman Orudy II, Doordarshan/Camaramcn, Flluw
Divivion, it iy ptutod:

"ENQ Comarut now boing used in Dovrdarshan
hava bean providod with tho facilities ot
zoom lansa oauto focus play back facility

to '#230 instant rusuliy otec., It {20 very
simple in operation and funcktions on th2
principla of Video Camarss usad commonly
by photographers in tha stroet for covering
tha marriage portias atc. ..o

It buing o mattor of fact n2ods no
explanation that in Films Divisjon a Comora-
man 18 raquirad to have thorough knowlidgu
and ‘indapth exparicnca of Camera and variouy
typas of lgnsas and filma baforo being
allowed to handls a film camsra which 1=
wie compliczt=>ad +o0 vaa by way Of szlection
of appropriatc lenso filters ana Lige
intansity, daelicato handling cf £ilms bo:rildiu
exact porceptiom of the objact ns runninc
of any £ilm for a longor duration or without
propar light, lunss and focus would not unly
involva avoidabls hsavy additional oxpendl-
tura but may also not givo the dosirad
rosults, Evidontly, 0 crwneraman Gr.IX
handling ENG camara in Doordarshan is not
performing the sams work as is baing donc
by his countarpart on a cbhAigli¢éatad £1ilm
camara in tho Films Division. Laast to tslk
of aquality, many of Cameraman Gr.II in
Doordarshan duc to lack of axoariunce and
qualifications may not bo abl. tohandle cven
todoy f1ilm camara boing usad in Films
Division."

As to Sound Rucordists, Doordarshian/itacordists in

Films Division, it 13 clnaimad:
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*Tha induction of EHO in Doordarsha:n has
squally affacted tha functloning of Sound-
Racordiast by making his job much easier in
as much as that audio racording in sn ENG
Camara is dons simultanaocusly with shooting
of tho progrummo, It doan not reguiro any
mora assparats dubbing or poat aynchoroniuing
atc, balng dono by Noucordists in Filma
Diviuion. Thin nocowsitatod in declaring
the Sound Racordisto wy dying cadr2 in

Doo rdurdhan anl thair -job iy now baing dona
by Englnaaring Stafl who hava thair own llnz
of promotion in thoir grade,"

The issuas ralsed in tha countur~affidavit may l=

ralayant to datarmina tha comparably uutias and
rasponeibilitiay of tha |wtltlonors., Dut it is not [for
us to examine thu sama in this procaadings. The question
is no longar ras intagrs, It stunds conclndad by tho
pravious judgmont and {s binding on th2 Doordarshan,
Tha banafit of tha Judgmunt wphould b axtendad to all

thosa2 who balong . to the thraa ecategorias.

Tnis Court has ordorad that tha Sound Rocordistsn
in Doordarshan shall ba given tha pay scale of Rs,550=
900 with affact f£rom January 1, 1978, Tho Camaraman
Grada II shall ba allowad tho pay scala of R,650-960
with affact from August 1, 1979, The Lighting Assist.rt/
Lightman ara hald ontitlad to tha pay scale of Rs.425-700
with affect Erom Dacambsr 1, 1983, It was also diroct.d
that thay ashall ba glven thu substltutad

scalas of pay and consaquentiol benefits with tha
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arraars being the diffaronce-in“tha pay scialas ", In
viaw of that conclusion raachad ond diraction issucd
tho raspondont cannot now aak us to raconsider tha
sams question,
Wa do not alse considar it nacassary to raf.r
this mattar to a largar Banch bacausa of tha obsarvotion

in prahalad Singh v. Union of India and anothor; (1+89(2)

8CC §03)., There is no latchas on tha part of th2
potitioners harovin in mpproaching the Court,

Wa diract that the potitionars who occupy the
posts belonging to tho catogories of Sound Racordinrt,
Camaraman Grada II, and Lighting Assistant/Lightmar
in Doordarshan, shall bo glvan tha pay scalo admisuliulo
to their countarparts in tha Filmu Pivision including
tha arraars as order2d in the pruviovusp declsion.

Bafora parting with tho cousdo, we must s3y a

word mora. Wo have boun rafurrod to o charct. ahiowli-g
the disparity in solaly pnid to soma of thoa Artist:

in Doordarshan ns por tho ordor of this Court in
contrast with thoir countorparts in Films Divisdion.

W2 do not want to oxpross nny opinion tor want of
ralavant moterial, Wo howavur, add that thare shall
not ba any diffaronte &n the poy druwn whilo giving
benafit of the raspoctive pny scolos to pzrsons huving
tha sama langth of servica as thilr countorparts in

tha FPilms Division. To do otherwlsa, would bo Jisegi-
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minotory. Ths raspondant shall work out tho formula
by placing the patitionars in ths propsr grado in
tha pay scale allowdd to tham,
Wo accordingly, allow this writ patition by

giving throo months tn comply with thousne diructions,

Via make no ordar as to costo,

T

ocooouocc-oaooo!ooaooooo\’.

(K,Jagannatha Shatty)

Naw Dalh’»' qoooooco(o-:'.(oé’%r:—:_::oouo"o
Anril 12, 1990 (M, Fathima Ducvi)



